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WHAT IS THE SUDAN DIVESTMENT TASK FORCE? 
 

As the coordinating entity for the Sudan divestment movement, the Sudan Divestment Task 
Force supports Sudan divestment campaigns at the university, city state, national, and asset 
manager levels. The Sudan Divestment Task Force also provides company research and 
corporate engagement assistance to hundreds of fiduciaries worldwide, representing more 
than $1.5 trillion in total assets. 
 
TARGETED DIVESTMENT: An Innovative Approach to Stopping Genocide  
The new millennium’s first genocide has raged for over half a decade in the Darfur region of 
Sudan. For the first time in history, genocide has been declared while the atrocities are 
ongoing. Although humanitarian groups have courageously assisted the millions of 
displaced in Darfur, international action has been shamefully underwhelming. The 
magnitude of the crimes in Darfur combined with the failure of the international community 
to stem these horrors has given states, cities, and other institutions around the world impetus 
to act. Divestment is one of the sharpest tools investors have for influencing Sudan’s 
behavior. 
 
The Sudan Divestment Task Force, a project of the Genocide Intervention Network, has 
developed a uniquely targeted approach to divestment, focusing only on the most 
egregiously offending companies in Sudan. Since the ultimate intent of Sudanese divestment 
is to protect the victims of genocide, it is important to tailor divestment so as to have 
maximal impact on the government of Sudan’s behavior, while minimizing potential harm to 
innocent Sudanese. Divestment should therefore be targeted to those companies that have a 
business relationship with the government or government-created project, impart minimal 
benefit to the country’s underprivileged, have expressed no significant corporate governance 
policy regarding the current situation in Darfur and have proven unresponsive to attempts at 
shareholder engagement. Targeted divestment explicitly excludes the vast majority of 
companies in Sudan, including those tied to the agricultural sector, distribution of general 
consumer goods, promotion of non-oil-related infrastructure development in underprivileged 
regions of the country, and those involved in the provision of goods and services intended to 
relieve human suffering or to promote welfare, health, education, and religious and spiritual 
activities. 
 
A GROWING INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT 
 
"Since the movement began in April 2005, over two dozen states, five dozen universities, 
and a dozen cities have placed restrictions on their Sudan-linked investments (Statistics may 
be found here). Active campaigns are underway in nearly a dozen countries. In addition to 
spearheading targeted divestment campaigns, developing sustainable business principles for 
companies in Sudan, providing research and guidance to fiduciaries around the world, and 
pushing the world's largest asset managers for investment policies that address mass 
atrocities, the Sudan Divestment Task Force also works with the asset management 
community to create Sudan-free investment products." 
 
The Sudan Divestment Task Force has received media coverage on both an international and 
local level. Featured stories, editorials, and op-eds have appeared in major media outlets, 
including the New York Times, BBC, Los Angeles Times, Washington Post, Wall Street 
Journal, Boston Globe, Christian Science Monitor, Financial Times, International Herald 
Tribune, Forbes Magazine, Bloomberg, CNN, and the San Francisco Chronicle. 
 

 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t  w w w . S u d a n D i v e s t m e n t . o r g 

California Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
is joined by actor George 
Clooney and former 
Secretary of State 
George Shultz at a 
public signing for 
California's targeted 
Sudan divestment bill. 
 

“The divestment 
movement [helps] 
draw international 
attention to the 
appalling situation in 
Darfur while 
pressuring the foreign 
companies working 
with the murderous 
Sudanese government 
to pull out. That could 
be a catalyst  
for change in Africa’s  
worst killing zone.” 
 

— The Los Angeles 
Times Editorial Board, 
March 2006 

 


